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PUT ON
SOMETHING
BEAUTIFUL AND
CELEBRATE THE
SUNSHINE!

PLUS: FINDING
INSPIRATION
IN PEARL
KITCHENS
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h, yes, spring's defights: daf-
fodils, longer days, warmer
wadgthar, Wall, maybé not 56
warm, at least not in Posrt-
land. And that creates a conundrum
of sorts for Peard District boulique
OWNers, winose customers wani
out of wanter |sgEings, swealers
and boots and into wispy dresses,
sheeveless blouses and toe-show-
ing sandals.

The compromise, shop owners
say: lightweght clothing thal can
Eaver when needed, bul stand
on 1S oW wWinen empedaiunes
— [essedly — jump above: 0
depress.

“apring can be difficult in Port
land,” says Jo Carter, owner of
Physical Element. “Our spring
is kind of wel and cold. We have
I wait for summer — which
hopefully gels here by July, In the
meaniime, our spring nvilves slpayes
and fayers,”

With summer just a Frisbes throw
away, we asked Carter and fve olher
fashion experis about the clothes they
expect to see on Pear fashionistas
this season; From funky and comfort-

able to contemporary and retno, thalr

answers (which confinue on Page 16)

should help brighten the neighborhood —

and make the wait for warmer weather a Iittle

BRSIEr 10 Dasar.

From Folly: Rebecoa Pulnvers navy-armd-gold-thread “Gime”™
idress (left} dhowonses a twirl-worthy fill skirt with packets

(%1 75), Entona Bodrerts woars he lrty "Laered™ silk flowal-
preint dress (right ), wisich foatures a blousy pepliem top

(%1 70-3193), Borlh dresses cinch with arr SO Belr (£40),
Dresses and belts desigmed by store owner Sarah Bl

FnLl;rl 1005 NW 16b; 503-954= 1334 ) is a funky-friendly boutique on the Pearl District’s
northwest fringe. Owner Sarah Bibb, who grew up watching her Nana sew, attended fash-
ion school in Los Angeles and carved her niche designing one-of -a-kind garments.

Bibb thinks her shoppers, who span all ages, will be baying her lightweight chiffon wrap
dresses and pairing them with viniage slips, The slips — which Bibb says she gets froma
“pocret sounce” — hail from the 19505 and 19605, and pop visually because they'ne hand-
dyed in Exster-epg colors.

1 thindk it would be
a great date dress,”
Bibb says about the
chiffon dress she
calls the “Ermily”
"Itz comioriables and serxy, and i1's versatile, You can
just throw it on and go 1o lunch, but it woold be
juied as cute with boots and tights”

She also hopes the “Hyla,” o knee-length
reversible wrap skirt that's stitched from
KRy cotbon ].1ri||15.. will be a surmmer hist,

not be short enoughs in the Rose City, though,
shoppers — perhaps accustomed to covering up
i winter — are mose modest

Lace, which atiracted shoppers last spring,
should again be popular this spring, she says.
And Bibb thinks a light-colored denim that
debuted with modest sucoess last vear will
make a higger splash this fashion season.

"Portlanders are not ot the mercy ol
trends, like in Los Angeles or Mew York,”
says Bibh, who designs about 25 percent
of her inventory, including the “Hyla™
and the “Emily” “The "Hyla" has been the
center of my lne for eight years, and it I3
miore popular now than ever” Il

. Bibb says it’s sometimes hard 1o predict
Il what Portlanders will like, When she
worked In Los Angeles, shirts could




